fishing pressure is removed (Field et al., 2009 ). An increasing number of elasmobranchs are being listed in the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of threatened species, with some larger species of greater economic value now being listed on the Convention of International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) (Dulvy et al., 2014) .
The conservation of elasmobranch populations in the face of pressures such as the expansion of industrialised fisheries, the degradation or removal of habitats, and, for many species, little or no management, require novel solutions for sustainable exploitation. These concerns about elasmobranch populations and the need for science to inform conservation measures provided the backdrop to the Fisheries Society of the British Isles (FSBI) Annual Symposium on the "Biology, Ecology and Conservation of Elasmobranchs: Recent Advances and New Frontiers", that took place in Plymouth, U.K., on 27th -31st July 2015. Our key aim was to explore how new scientific and technological approaches, such as biotelemetry, robotics, reproductive physiology and genomics for example, can contribute to improved conservation. This Special Issue of the Journal of Fish Biology arises from this Symposium.
The city of Plymouth in the south-west of England in the U.K. was an inspired choice of location for this FSBI Symposium because it has a long history of pioneering discoveries in elasmobranch research. For example, research undertaken at the Laboratory of the Marine Biological Association of the U.K. on Plymouth Hoe contributed important advances, including for instance the first scientific descriptions of sex and age segregation behaviour in elasmobranchs (Ford, 1921) , the thermal sensory capabilities of the ampullae of Lorenzini revealed with the then new technique of electrophysiology (Sand, 1938) , and seminal work determining the function of the two myotomal muscle fibre types in sharks (Bone, 1966) .
The FSBI Symposium welcomed 170 scientists from 34 countries (Figure 1) , with 85 speakers, 39 of whom were women, and an impressive range of ages represented, from undergraduates to emeritus professors. It was evident from this engaging symposium that elasmobranch biology and ecology is a diverse and vibrant field of science. The topics covered spanned levels of biological organisation from molecules and cells to systems biology, and from individuals and populations up to communities and ecosystems. Over five days the scientific presentations provided new insights into elasmobranch movements, behaviour and habitat use; genomics and evolution; population structure, distribution and phylogeography; population ecology, fisheries biology, and management; and conservation. The Special Issue's final paper is a review co-authored by a Symposium keynote speaker, Julia Baum, who with G. Osgood reviews the ecology of reef sharks and how this undertanding can be used to inform conservation (Osgood and Baum, page XX). As these authors recognise, sharks are important members of coral reef communities, however they also point out that reef shark conservation status remains uncertain in many cases. 87, 1265-1270 (2015) 4 For example, nine out of 29 reef shark species are designated as Data Deficient on the IUCN Red List, with three-quarters of reef sharks having unknown population trends. A knowledge gap of this size for a group of species that are so recognisable is surprising, but, fortunately, Osgood and Baum show that reef shark research is building up to bridge this gap.
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Many elasmobranch populations are in decline, ranges have contracted for some and there are no regulations to control fishing for many species. But the global community of elasmobranch researchers and conservationists is growing fast, and they are working together to influence policy more effectively than ever before. And the application of technology is revolutionising the way we can view shark movements, map whole populations, and use forensics to identify species caught illegally. The future may be looking brighter for overexploited elasmobranch populations. In this context the review by Osgood and Baum exemplifies the FSBI Symposium very well, synthesising as it does information from diverse fields of study, such as population demography, life history, trophic ecology, genetics, habitat use and movement studies, then using this knowledge to help advance elasmobranch conservation. This is a vital and particularly timely aim for elasmobranch researchers and one that I feel the FSBI Symposium has contributed to, and which I hope is captured in the pages of this Special Issue.
